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MUSEUM GOES HIGH-TECH! 
At the end of the summer, we were pleased to get high-speed internet into the Museum 
at Appleton.  The internet was provided through the County of Lanark and Storm 
Internet.  In addition, the County has donated a computer to the museum.  Our thanks 
are extended to the County of Lanark, and to our Council Rep, Val Wilkinson for 
arranging this.  Quite an improvement over our old dial up! 
 

NEW WEBSITE FOR NORTH LANARK REGIONAL MUSEUM: 
We have developed a new website for both the North Lanark Regional Museum and the 
North Lanark Historical Society.  Thanks goes out to summer student Lee Moreau who 
did the initial work, and to NLHS Executive Member Bob Butler, who got the site up and 
running online.  Our events and special exhibits will be posted on the website. To visit 
our website, type in northlanarkregionalmuseum.com.  We can still be contacted by 
email at appletonmuseum@hotmail.com. 
 

SUCCESSFUL MILITARY TALK: 
On Sunday November 6th, 2011 we were 
pleased to host military historian and author 
Glenn Wright for a presentation.   Mayor John 
Levi brought greetings from the Town, and 
Doreen Wilson welcomed all to the museum.  
Glenn’s talk was titled “Proudly She Served: 
Women in the Military 1885-1945”.   
He discussed the role of women in the 
Northwest Rebellions, Boer War, WW1 and 
WW2.  It was interesting to see the evolution 
from nursing staff only, to actual 
servicewomen working overseas in all three 
branches of the Canadian Forces by the 
Second World War.  The talk included a 
powerpoint presentation with examples of 
actual military records and what information 
can be found in them.   
In addition, he provided information on the 
lives of War Brides. At the end of the talk, he 
was thanked by Eleanor Wright. Following the 
talk, the group stayed for a social time and 
refreshments. A most informative afternoon for all in attendance!  
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NOVEMBER MILITARY DISPLAY: 
The military display for 2012 

focused on the men and 

women from the area that 

served in the Second World 

War.  We were fortunate to get 

copies of photos of several 

individuals, as well as items 

and medals for several local 

men killed in active service.  

The display was open during 

the weekends in November and 

by appointment, and will 

continue to be up on display 

into the New Year.   

A special thanks goes out to 

Blanche Dezell, Bruce & Janet 

Duncan, Bruce Toshack, Jack 

Smithson, Gord Lee and 

Almonte Legion Branch 240 who loaned us some items for the display. 

In addition, we were able to identify the names , date of death, branch of service and 

ages of all men listed on the cenotaphs in Almonte, Clayton, and Pakenham. 

 

The museum recently received a donation of 

military artifacts connected to Dr. Frederick 

William (Fred) Snedden from a family member. 

These were also included as part of the 

display, and are shown to the left.  

He was born in Pakenham on Feb.17, 1908, 

graduated from Queens University Medical 

School in the 1930s and was a doctor in 

Almonte from 1948 until the mid-1950s.  Later 

on, he was an inspector with the Provincial 

Department of Hospitals and died in Manotick 

on May 17, 1980.  

During WW2, he served as an officer and 

doctor in the India Army Medical Corps in India 

and Burma, and was awarded valour 

decorations for his work.   



NLHS FALL RAFFLE: 

Our raffle draw was held on Sunday November 6th, 2011 
following the presentation by Glenn Wright. The winners are: 

 
1st Prize: David Teed, quilt made and donated by Sue 
Shute of the Quilting Quarters. 

 

 
2nd Prize: Betty-Ann Exholm, framed original watercolour 
painting, painted and donated by Caitlin Yee 

 

 

3rd Prize:  Paula Zoubek, original watercolour by Elly 
Wilson, donated by Brian Tackaberry 
 

 

Photo to Right:  Doreen Wilson presents the 1st Prize of a Quilt 
to David Teed.  Thanks to our donors and Congratulations to 
the winners ! 
 

ONTARIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY VISIT: 
On November 16th, 2011 we were pleased 
to host a visit to the museum by Rob 
Leverty, the Executive Director with the 
Ontario Historical Society.  Rob toured the 
museum facilities and met with several 
members of the NLHS executive. This was 
the first time that the OHS Executive have 
visited our site.  
The North Lanark Historical Society is 
pleased to be a member of the Ontario 
Historical Society. 

In the photo from left to right are:  
Rob Leverty, Exec Director OHS, NLHS 
President Ed Wilson, 
Museum Manager Doreen Wilson,   
NLHS Sec. Brian Tackaberry 

 

CELEBRATING RAMSAY/PAKENHAM 175
th

 : 
On Monday evening, November 28th, a capacity crowd attended the town’s celebration 

of the 175th Anniversary for Ramsay and Pakenham Townships.  The event was held 

upstairs at the Almonte Town Hall, and featured displays from our museum as well as 

the Mississippi Valley Textile Museum, Mill of Kintail, and the various local Women’s 

Institutes.  Special presentations were made to past Reeves present that evening.  A 

special thanks goes out to organizer Marilyn Snedden and also to Jim Lowry, member 

of our executive, who was instrumental in getting the municipality to recognize the 

importance of this anniversary.  The event showed keen interest in our local heritage. 



SCOTTISH TEA TO CELEBRATE ROBBIE BURNS: 
The North Lanark Historical Society will be holding its annual 

“SCOTTISH TEA” on Sunday January 22nd, 2012 at the North Lanark 

Regional Museum in Appleton from 2:00PM to 4:00PM.  Entertainment 

will be provided by piper Martin Aller, and vocal selections by Susan 

Hudder and company. 

Refreshments will include tea, coffee & other beverages, as well as 

cookies, squares, scones and shortbreads. 

The cost for the event is $5.00 per person, payable at the door.  

For further information, contact Doreen Wilson at 613-256-2866. 

 

NLHS ANNUAL HERITAGE DINNER: 
The North Lanark Historical Society’s Annual Heritage Dinner will be held on the 

evening of Friday February 17th, 2012  upstairs at the Almonte Legion. There will be a 

social hour at 6:00PM and dinner served at 7:00PM.  The guest speaker for the event 

will be Brian Gallagher.  There will also be some door prizes.  Tickets for the evening 

are $25.00 per person and need to be purchased in advanced.  They will be available 

from executive members or phoning Doreen Wilson at 613-256-2866 or email us at 

appletonmuseum@hotmail.com 

 

MUSEUMS TECHNOLOGY FUND ANNOUNCED: 
We are pleased to announce that the North Lanark Regional Museum has received a 

grant through the Museums Technology Fund.  The funds will allow for the purchase of 

new digital equipment including computers, museum software, video camera, etc.  They 

will be used to upgrade the museum inventory and take digital photos of the artifacts. In 

addition, the equipment will be used to make digital recording of interviews with local 

people about our heritage.  The grant also will allow for part-time staff to carry out the 

digitizing of our artifacts.  The North Lanark Historical Society gratefully acknowledges 

the generous support of the Ontario Ministry of Tourism and Culture in this project.   

 

WW1 RESEARCH PLANNED FOR BOOK: 
We have been researching the local soldiers from WW1 and are now partnering with the 

Municipality of Mississippi Mills, and local researcher Rob More, in hopes of getting 

more details on those who served and those who lost their lives.  The Almonte Legion 

Branch 240 has also supported our efforts.   The final product of the research should be 

a list of all who served, as well as detailed information on those who died and those who 

received gallantry medals.  If anyone has information on WW1 Soldiers to share, please 

contact Brian Tackaberry at 613-256-4221 or email btacka@trytel.com.  
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